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AN  ACT 

To  incorporate  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  alleviating  the 
Miseries  of  Public  Prisons. 


Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania , in  General  Assembly  met , and  it  is  here- 
by enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same , That  all  and  every  the  persons 
who  shall  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  members  of  the  So- 
ciety called,  “ The  Philadelphia  Society  for  Alleviating  the  Miseries  of 
Public  Prisons,”  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  created  and  declared  to  be 
one  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name,  style,  and  title  of  “The 
Philadelphia  Society  for  Alleviating  the  Miseries  of  Public  Prisons,” 
and  by  the  same  name  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  shall  be  able 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and  be  impleaded  in  all  courts  of  record  or 
elsewhere,  and  to  take,  receive,  hold  and  enjoy,  by  purchase,  grant, 
devise  or  bequest  to  them  and  their  successors,  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  franchises,  hereditaments,  goods  and  chattels,  of  what  nature, 
kind,  or  quality  soever,  real,  personal,  or  mixed,  or  choses  in  action, 
and  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  to  sell,  grant,  devise,  alien  or  dispose 
of : Provided , That  the  clear  yearly  value  or  income  of  the  necessary 
houses,  lands  and  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  or  other  hereditaments 
and  real  estate  of  the  said  corporation,  and  the  interest  of  money  by  it 
lent,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars;  and  also  to  make 
and  have  a common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at 
pleasure;  and  also,  to  ordain,  establish,  and  put  in  execution,  such  by- 
laws, ordinances,  and  regulations,  as  shall  appear  necessary  and  con- 
venient for  the  government  of  the  said  corporation,  not  being  contrary 
to  this  charter,  or  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  generally  to  do  all  and  singular  the  matters 
and  things  which  to  them  it  shall  lawfully  appertain  to  do  for  the  well 
being  of  the  said  corporation,  and  the  due  management  and  ordering  of 
the  affairs  thereof:  And  provided  further,  That  the  objects  of  the  So- 
ciety shall  be  confined  to  the  alleviation  of  the  miseries  of  public  pri- 
sons, the  improvement  of  prison  discipline,  and  the  relief  of  discharged 
prisoners. 

SAMUEL  ANDERSON, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

THOMAS  RINGLAND, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved — The  sixth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-three. 


GEORGE  WOLF. 


CONSTITUTION 


When  we  consider  that  the  obligations  of  benevolence,  which  are 
founded  on  the  precepts  and  examples  of  the  Author  of  Christianity, 
are  not  cancelled  by  the  follies  or  crimes  of  our  fellow  creatures  : and 
when  we  reflect  upon  the  miseries  which  penury,  hunger,  cold,  unneces- 
sary severity,  unwholesome  apartments,  and  guilt  (the  usual  attendants 
of  Prisons,)  involve  with  them:  it  becomes  us  to  extend  our  compassion 
to  that  part  of  mankind,  who  are  the  subjects  of  those  miseries.  By 
the  aid  of  humanity,  their  undue  and  illegal  sufferings  may  be  prevented; 
the  links  which  should  bind  the  whole  family  of  mankind  together,  under 
all  circumstances,  be  preserved  unbroken;  and  such  degrees  and  modes 
of  punishment  may  be  discovered  and  suggested,  as  may,  instead  of 
continuing  habits  of  vice,  become  the  means  of  restoring  our  fellow 
creatures  to  virtue  and  happiness.  From  a conviction  of  the  truth  and 
obligation  of  these  principles,  the  subscribers  have  associated  themselves 
under  the  title  of  “The  Philadelphia  Society  for  Alleviating  the 
Miseries  of  Public  Prisons.” 

For  effecting  these  purposes  they  have  adopted  the  following  Consti- 
tution:— 

Article  I. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a President,  two  Vice 
Presidents,  two  Secretaries,  a Treasurer,  two  Counsellors,  and  an  Acting 
Committee;  all  of  whom,  except  the  Acting  Committee,  shall  be  chosen 
annually,  by  ballot,  on  the  second  Second-day,  called  Monday,  in  the 
month  called  January. 

Article  II. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  shall 
preside  in  all  meetings,  and  shall  subscribe  all  public  Acts  of  the  Socie- 
ty. The  President,  or  in  his  absence,  either  of  the  Vice  Presidents, 
shall,  moreover,  have  the  power  of  calling  a special  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety whenever  he  shall  judge  proper.  A special  meeting  shall  likewise 
be  called  at  any  time  when  six  members  of  the  Society  shall  concur  in 
requesting  it. 

Article  III. 

The  Secretaries  shall  keep  fair  Records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  shall  correspond  with  such  persons  and  societies,  as  may  be 
judged  necessary  to  promote  the  views  and  objects  of  the  Institution. 

Article  IV. 

The  Treasurer  shall  keep  all  moneys  and  securities  belonging  to  the 
Society,  and  shall  pay  all  Orders  of  the  Society,  or  Acting  Committee, 
signed  by  the  President  or  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents;  which  Orders 
shall  be  his  vouchers  for  his  expenditures.  He  shall,  before  he  enters 
upon  his  office,  give  a Bond  of  not  less  than  two  hundred  pounds,  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  it. 

Article  V.  . 

The  Acting  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  President,  two  Vice  Pre- 
sidents, two  Secretaries,  two  Counsellors,  Treasurer,  and  six  other  mem- 
bers, three  of  whom  to  go  off  at  the  meetings  in  the  months  called  Janu- 
ary and  July.  They  shall  visit  the  Prisons,  at  least  once  a month,  inquire 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  Prisoners,  and  report  such  abuses  as  they 


shall  discover  to  the  proper  officers  appointed  to  remedy  them.  They  shall 
examine  the  influence  of  confinement  or  punishment  upon  the  morals  of 
the  prisoners.  They  may  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  such  sums  of 
money  as  may  be  necessary.  They  shall  keep  regular  minutes  of  their 
proceedings,  to  be  read  at  every  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Society.  This 
Committee  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  electing  new  members.  No 
member  shall  be  admitted  who  has  not  been  proposed  at  a previous 
meeting  of  the  Society:  nor  shall  an  election  for  a member  take  place  in 
less  than  one  month  after  the  time  of  his  being  proposed. 

Article  VI. 

Every  member  who  on  his  admission  shall  subscribe  the  constitution 
and  pay  ten  dollars  shall  be  a member  for  life;  and  every  member  who 
on  his  admission  shall  subscribe  the  constitution,  and  annually  pay  the 
sum  of  seven  shillings  and  sixpence,  shall  be  a member  while  he  con- 
tinues to  contribute. 

Article  VII. 

Corresponding  members  may  be  elected,  not  resident  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  nor  within  ten  miles  thereof,  who  shall  not  be  required  to 
make  pecuniary  contributions  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  nor  sign  the 
Constitution. 

Article  VIII. 


The  Society  shall  meet  on  the  second  Second-day,  called  Monday,  in 
the  months  called  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  at  such  places  as 
shall  be  agreed  to  by  a majority  of  the  Society. 

Article  IX. 

No  law  or  regulation  shall  contradict  any  part  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Society,  nor  shall  any  law  or  alteration  of  the  Constitution  be  made 
without  it  be  proposed  at  a previous  meeting.  All  questions  shall  be 
decided,  where  there  is  a division,  by  a majority  of  votes;  in  those 
where  the  Society  is  equally  divided,  the  presiding  officer  shall  have  a 
casting  vote. 

JL  list  of  the  Officers  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Alleviating  the  Miseries 
of  Public  Prisons  from  the  Institution  of  the  Society  in  1737. 

President. 


The  Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  White,  D.  D.  from  1787  to  1835. 


Henry  Helmuth 
Richard  Wells 
George  Duffield 
Nicholas  Collin 
Samuel  Magaw 
William  Rogers 
Thomas  Wistar 
Roberts  Vaux 
John  Bacon 


James  Gibson 
James  J.  Barclay 
George  M.  Wharton 
Joseph  R.  Ingersoll 


Vice  Presidents. 

1787  to  1788 

1787  to  1791  and  in  1796. 

1789  1790 

1790  1795  and  from  1825  to  1831. 

1792  1803 

1797  1824 

1804  1835 

1832 

1833  1835 
Counsellors. 

1823  1832 

1823  1831 

1832  1835 

1833  1835 
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Secretaries  and  Committee  of  Correspondence. 


John  Swanwich 

1787 

1789 

John  Morris 

1787 

William  Rogers 

1788 

1790 

Thomas  Wistar 

1790 

1792  and  from  1800  to  1802 

John  G.  J.  Bend 

179  1 

Joseph  Pilmore 

1792 

Caleb  Lownes 

1793 

1799 

John  M‘Crea 

1793 

1794 

Kearney  Wharton 

1795 

1796 

Samuel  P.  Griffitts 

1797 

1802 

Caleb  Cressoti,  Jr. 

1803 

1822 

Zachariah  Ponlson 

1803 

William  Mdlhenny 

1804 

1807  and  in  1809 

Thomas  Bradford  Jr. 

1808 

Roberts  Vaux 

1810 

1831 

Bortholomew  Wistar 

1823 

1835 

James  J.  Barclay 

1832 

Treasurers. 

1835 

Thomas  Rogers 

1787 

1789 

Benjamin  W.  Morris 

1790 

1802 

Israel  W.  Morris 

1803 

1810 

Joseph  M.  Paul 

1811 

1829 

John  Bacon 

1830 

1832 

Edward  Yarnall 

1833 

1835 

OFFICERS  FOR  THE  TEAR  1835. 


President — Rt.  Rev.  William  White,  D.  D. 
Vice  Presidents — Thomas  Wistar, 

John  Bacon. 

Treasurer — Edward  Yarnall. 

Secretaries  and  Committee  of  Correspondence. 
Bartholomew  Wistar,  James  J.  Barclay. 


Counsellors — Joseph  R.  IngersoB, 
George  M.  Wharton. 


Acting 

Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  White,  D.  D.  Chr’i 
Thomas  Wistar, 

John  Bacon, 

Edward  Yarnall, 

Bartholomew  Wistar, 

Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 

George  M.  Wharton, 


Committee. 

, Rev.  Charles  R.  Demme,  D.  D. 
George  W.  Smith, 

Thomas  Earp, 

David  Weatherly, 

Benjamin  H.  Coates,  M.  D. 
Thomas  Shipley, 

James  J.  Barclay,  Secretary. 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY,  1 835. 


Abercrombie,  James,  Rev.  Dr.  Barclay,  J.  J. 

Allen,  Enoch  Bradford,  Thomas,  Jr. 

Astley,  Thomas  Barker,  James  N. 

Bacon,  Jolvn  Boyd,  George,  Rev. 
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Bache,  Franklin,  Dr. 

Bird,  Charles' 

Bunker,  Nathan 
Bispham,  John  B. 

Cruickshank,  Joseph 
Carey,  Mathew 
Coates,  Benjamin  H.  Dr. 

Collins,  Isaac 
Coxe,  Charles  S. 

Caldwell,  Timothy 
Carter,  Durden  B. 

Cope,  Marmaduke  C. 

Cope,  Thomas  P. 

Collins,  William  M. 

Campbell,  Quintin 
Dobson,  Judah 

De  Lancey,  William  H.  Rev.  Dr. 
Demme,  Charles  R.  Rev.  Dr. 
Dunn,  Nathan 
Ducachet,  Henry  W.  Rev. 
Engles,  Joseph  P. 

Engles,  William  M.  Rev. 

Ely,  Ezra  Stiles,  Rev.  Dr. 

Earp,  Thomas 
Evans,  Charles,  M.  D. 

Fassitt,  James 
Fassitt,  Thomas 
Gibson,  James 
Garrett,  Philip 
Gilpin,  Henry  D. 

Green,  Jacob,  M.  D. 

Geerhard,  Benjamin 
Haines,  Ephraim 
Harding,  Jesper 
Hood,  William  H. 

Hare,  Robert,  Jr. 

Henderson,  Samuel  J. 

Haley,  William  W. 

Hughes,  John,  Rev. 

Ingersoll,  Joseph  R. 

James,  Thomas  C.  Dr. 

Jaudon,  Samuel 
Keating,  Wm.  H. 

Kimber,  Thomas 
Kite,  Joseph  S. 

Kendrick,  Francis  P.  Rt.  Rev. 
Lakoche,  R.  Dr. 

Lieber,  Francis 
Morrison,  William 
Miller,  Clements  S. 

Morton,  Samuel  George,  Dr. 
Mitchell,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Benjamin  G. 

Milnor,  William,  Jr. 

Mead,  William  C.  Rev.  Dr. 


Morton,  Henry  J.  Rev. 
M'Call,  Peter 

M‘Coskry,  Samuel  A.  Rev. 
M‘Ilvain,  Joseph 
Needles,  Edward 
Neal,  Benjamin  T. 

Norris,  Joseph  P. 

Oakford,  Parsey 
Poulson,  Zachariah 
Poulson,  Charles  A. 

Perot,  John 
Parrish,  Joseph,  Dr. 

Parrish,  Robert  A. 

Paxson,  Benjamin 
Paul,  John 
Parke,  James  P. 

Price,  Richard 
Page,  James 
Parrish,  Dillwyn 
Parrish,  Isaac 
Remington,  Job  B. 

Reed,  William  B. 

Read,  John  M. 

Rundle,  George 
Ralston,  Gerard 
Randall,  Archibald 
Ralston,  Robert 
Richards,  Benjamin  W. 
Richards,  Augustus  H. 

Rush,  Samuel 
Roach,  Isaac 
Stewardson,  Thomas 
Shewell,  Thomas 
Shipley,  Thomas 
Smith,  George  W. 

Smith,  Thomas  S. 

Smith,  George  A.  Rev. 

Schott,  James 

Thomas,  Jacob 

Tyng,  Stephen  II.  Rev.  Dr. 

Troth,  Henry 

Tyson,  Job  R. 

Uhler,  George,  Dr. 

Vaux,  Roberts 
Van  Pelt,  Peter,  Rev. 

White  William,  Rt.  Rev.  Dr. 
Wistar,  Thomas 
Wistar,  Bartholomew 
Wain,  Nicholas,  Jr. 

Wayne,  William 
Wood,  Thomas 
Wood,  Samuel  R. 

Williams,  George 
Williams,  Joseph 
Wylie,  Samuel  B.  Rev.  Dr. 
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Weatherly,  David 
Wharton,  George  M 
Wistar,  Caspar,  Dr. 
Walter,  Thomas  U. 


Yarnall,  Ellis 
Yarnall,  Charles 
Yarnall,  Edward 
Yarnall,  Benjamin  H. 


CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS  1835. 


Pennsylvania. 
Harrisburg. 
James  Trimble, 

James  Lesley, 

Samuel  M‘Kean, 

Richard  M.  Crane, 

Samuel  Workman. 

Wilkesbarre. 
John  N.  Conyngham. 

Easton. 

Garrick  Mallary, 

James  M.  Porter, 

Chambersburg. 

Hon.  Alexander  Thompson. 

Union  Town. 
Samuel  Evans. 

Montgomery  County. 
Jonathan  Roberts. 

Erie  County. 
John  Riddle. 

Washington  County. 
William  Patterson, 

William  Waugh. 

Centre  County. 
Bond  Valentine, 

Thomas  Rogers, 

Hon.  Thomas  Burnside. 

Carlisle. 

Charles  B.  Penrose. 

West  Chester. 
William  H.  Dillingham, 
David  Townsend, 

Beaver. 

John  R.  Shannon. 

Greensburg. 

John  Young. 

Baltimore , Md. 

E.  L.  Findlay, 

Charles  W.  Hanson. 

Easton , Md. 

Rev.  Joseph  Spencer,  D.  D. 

State  of  Neu>  York. 
Hon.  Edward  Livingston. 

Nashville , Tenn . 
Francis  B.  Fogg, 

Rev.  George  Weller. 


Norwalk , Conn. 

Rev.  Jackson  Kemper,  D.  Da 
Hamburg. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Julius. 

Caraccas. 

Jose  Santiago  Rodrigues. 

Heidleberg. 

Prof.  Mittermaier. 

Boston. 

Richard  Sullivan, 

William  Tudor, 

C.  P.  Sumner. 

London. 

William  Allen, 

S.  Lushington,  LL.  D. 

Thomas  F.  Buxton, 

Abraham  R.  Barclay, 

Thomas  Furley  Foster, 

William  Crawford, 

Samuel  Hoar,  Jr. 

Henry  Newman, 

Richard  Philips. 

Worcester. 

William  Foster  Reynolds, 
Richard  Taylor, 

Samuel  Woods, 

Basil  Montague. 

Liverpool. 

James  Cropper, 

Bristol. 

Joseph  Reynolds, 

James  J.  Wright. 

Manchester . 

David  Dockara. 

Croyden. 

Frederick  Smith. 

Norwich. 

Joseph  John  Gurney. 

Ipswich. 

Thomas  Clarkson,  Playford  Hall. 
Paris. 

J.  G.  V.  de  Molion, 

L.  R.  Villerme,  M.  D. 

Charles  Lucas. 

St.  Petersburg , Russid. 
Prince  Gallitzin, 

Walter  Venning.  f 


